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3.4 THEMATIC STRUCTURE
The thematic structure maps content areas onto 
the site. Determining messaging for each area 
helps to focus visitors’ attention on one idea at a 
time, and allows us, to some degree, to influence 
how visitors relate ideas to each other.

The thematic structure proposed for the 
Heritage Trail draws inspiration from the site 
plan, and aims to use what visitors see around 
them to help them understand the ideas being 
discussed and make their own connections. 

11.  OTHER CONNECTIONS

Key artifact: Granary Building

Visitors learn that this site has ties to Bellingham’s 
agricultural history and other industrial sites in the 
city through interpretive graphics.

1. WELCOME

Visitors learn about the resources that attracted the first 
Native Americans and Euro-American settlers to this place 
through interpretive graphics. They use viewscopes to 
understand the waterfront’s relationship to nearby sites.

5. RISE OF PULP AND PAPER

Key artifact: Log Chipper

Visitors learn how a new pulp and paper industry 
emerged on the waterfront and became one of the 
most productive pulp and paper facilities in the 
world through interpretive graphics and artifacts.

10.  END OF AN ERA

Key artifacts: Pulp Storage Towers

Visitors gain a broad overview of the history of the 
pulp and paper industry at the site, why it shut 
down and how the site has changed today through 
interpretive graphics and large-scale artifacts.

2. ORIGINS OF INDUSTRY

Key artifact: Acid Ball

Interpretive graphics and artifacts introduce 
visitors to the ways that early industrial activities 
first shaped this shoreline and brought more and 
more people and resources through the new port.  

8.  INTERNATIONAL IMPACT

Key artifact: Alcohol Plant 

Visitors see inteprertive graphics and artifacts and learn how 
Bellingham’s new waterfront industry responded to global events to 
create profitable pulp and paper products through the 1940s and 50s.

3. ENVIRONMENTAL RENEWAL

Key artifacts: Aerated Stablization Basin, G-P Wharf

Interpretive graphics highlight the environmental 
impact of the pulp and paper industry on this site. A 
view to a former wasterwater treatment lagoon helps 
visitors understand the environmental cleanup efforts 
that began in the 1970s and that continue today.

4, 9. CLUES TO THE PAST

Key artifacts: Log Roller, misc. small artifacts

Intriguing artifacts and simple interpretation 
encourage visitors to explore and move 
through the site to learn more.

6. THE PEOPLE OF PUGET PULP

Key artifact: Board Mill Building

Interpretive graphics and artifacts introduce visitors to the 
human side of the pulp and paper industry using quotes from 
former employees to convey memories and anecdotes.

7.  MAKING PUGET PULP

Key artifacts: Digester Tanks

Interpretive graphics and artifacts explore the 
cutting-edge technology used in the step-by-step 
process of turning logs into consumer products.
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4.0 Design Approach

The design approach, supported by the interpretive 
themes, gives structure and character to the overall visitor 
experience at the site.

4.1 DESIGN PARAMETERS
In general, the interpretive features described in this document:

• Depict a rich industrial history using a simple visual language, 
ensuring that themes and content are accessible to visitors of all 
ages. 

• Draw vistors into this history and spark their curiosity through 
the site’s artifacts, both large and small.

• Encourage visitors to make connections between the Heritage 
Trail and the rest of the site and nearby neighborhoods; this is 
accomplished through viewscopes and highlighted sight lines.

• Employ a common vocabulary of industrial forms and materials 
while allowing for flexibility in their final design.

• Use high-quality, durable materials to ensure their longevity.

4.2 MATERIALS
Material choices for the Heritage Trail are inspired by existing site 
artifacts and building details. We are proposing to convey a sense 
of history through the inherent colors and textures of the materials 
and to juxtapose them with contemporary graphic substrates for the 
interpretive content.

Industrial light fixture

Dimensional lumber

Cor-ten finished steel

Galvanized steelStructural steel

Engraved lumber
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An industrial past shapes 
Bellingham’s newest 
neighborhood 
The Port and City of Bellingham are redeveloping the site of a 
former pulp and paper mill in Bellingham’s downtown Waterfront 
District into a vibrant, mixed-use neighborhood. AldrichPears was 
hired to design a Heritage Trail for the site that follows the story of 
Bellingham’s pulp and paper industry and honors the waterfront’s 
industrial history.

As part of an outdoor trail at this evolving development, APA knew 
that the designs had to be durable and flexible. Working with project 
architects and stakeholders, APA developed a concept plan that 
uses robust, modular exhibit structures to interpret the large-scale 
equipment and buildings preserved at the site. Each exhibit pairs 
historical photos and interpretive text with intriguing, touchable 
artifacts to help visitors contextualize the industrial processes  
that have shaped Bellingham’s waterfront for over 100 years.


